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1. Project summary 

 
Growing Asian demand for elephant ivory has intensified poaching pressure on African elephants. In 2013, 

a WCS-led assessment of forest elephants in Central Africa revealed a 62% decline over 10 years due to 

poaching. In 2014, a WCS-led national elephant census in Mozambique showed a 48% decline in the last 

5 years. In 2015 – a year prior to the initiation of this project - Sam Wasser and colleagues used DNA 

analysis to trace the origin of major ivory seizures and revealed southern Tanzania/northern Mozambique, 

together with the TRIDOM area of Gabon, Republic of Congo (hereafter ‘ROC’) and Cameroon, as the two 

hotspots of the elephant poaching crisis in Africa.  

 

At the time our proposal was submitted (2016), the three target countries - Nigeria, ROC, Mozambique – 

had been identified in the most recent CITES Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS) report as either 

‘of secondary concern’ or ‘important to watch.’ ROC, harbouring more than a quarter of remaining forest 

elephants, is a major source country for forest elephant ivory. Nigeria, with few remaining elephants of its 

own, is a major ivory entrepôt and West African exporting nation, drawing in ivory from Central and East 

Africa. It also has a large unregulated domestic ivory market. Mozambique is a key source and transit 

country, with Mozambicans involved in rhino poaching in neighbouring South Africa as well as elephants 

in their own country.  

 













































3.3  By 2020, a new partner agreement 
signed to create a new state-led wildlife 
crime unit in Calabar, Nigeria. 
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Is the report less than 10MB? If so, please email to IWT-Fund@ltsi.co.uk putting the 
project number in the subject line. 

X 

Is your report more than 10MB? If so, please discuss with IWT-Fund@ltsi.co.uk about 
the best way to deliver the report, putting the project number in the subject line. 

X 

Have you included means of verification? You need not submit every project document, 
but the main outputs and a selection of the others would strengthen the report. 

X 

Do you have hard copies of material you want to submit with the report? If so, please 
make this clear in the covering email and ensure all material is marked with the project 
number. 

X 

Have you involved your partners in preparation of the report and named the main 
contributors 

X 

Have you completed the Project Expenditure table fully? X 

Do not include claim forms or other communications with this report. 

 




